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CORE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
 

(Abilities needed by the nursing student to meet program objectives and requirements) 
 

Issue Standard 
Critical Thinking Critical thinking ability sufficient for clinical judgment. 
Interpersonal Interpersonal abilities sufficient to interact with individuals, families, and 

groups from a variety of social, emotional, cultural, and intellectual 
backgrounds. 

Communication Communication abilities sufficient for interaction with others in verbal and 
written form. 
 
Proficiency in use of English language is sufficient for written and oral 
communication.  (Consistent with Alabama Board of Nursing procedure for 
administration of the NCLEX-RN exam, no special accommodations are 
provided by the School of Nursing.) 

Mobility Physical abilities sufficient to move from room to room and maneuver in 
small places. 

Motor Skills Gross and fine motor abilities sufficient to provide safe and effective 
nursing care. 

Hearing Auditory ability sufficient to monitor and assess health needs. 
Visual Visual ability sufficient for observation and assessment necessary in 

nursing care. 
Tactile Tactile ability sufficient for physical assessment. 

 
 
The above statement of criteria is not intended as a complete listing of nursing practice behaviors, but is a 
sampling of the types of abilities needed by the nursing student to meet program objectives and 
requirements.  The School of Nursing or its affiliated agencies may identify additional critical behaviors or 
abilities needed by students to meet program or agency requirements.  The School of Nursing reserves the 
right to amend this listing based on the identification of additional standards or criteria for nursing students. 
 
Students who are unable to meet core performance standards cannot meet objectives for clinical courses; 
therefore, cannot meet course requirements.  Students must withdraw from the program and may apply for 
readmission at such time that he/she is able to meet the core performance standards required for the 
practice of nursing. 
 
 
If you are unable to fully meet any criterion, you will need to make an appointment with the Director of your 
program. 
 
I have read and I understand the above Core Performance Standards.  To the best of my knowledge, I am 
able to meet all these criteria. 
 
_____________________  ___________________________       _______________ 
Date     Signature           ID Number 
 
     ___________________________ 
     Print Name 


